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The key below indicates the information 
you will find in each of the workshop 
session descriptions that appear on 
pages 14-45.  Use this information and 
the Workshop Cross Reference List 
(pages 46-48) to guide your review of 
the workshop choices as you make your 
selections and complete your registration 
form.

WORKSHOP NUMBER
(Letter = Session; Number = Room)           
PRESENTATION TITLE 
Presenter’s Name; Presenter’s Affiliation/Sponsor  
(Multiple presenters will be listed.)
Primary Audience / Secondary Audience
Primary Subject Area / Secondary Subject 
Area
Presentation Description (Look for special 
information such as extended times and/or multiple 
sessions.)

Key to Reading Workshop 
Session Descriptions

The apple icon represents a 
session that is specially designed 
for teachers new to the profession 
or new to their subject 
area.

The schoolhouse icon represents a 
session that is specially 
designed for teachers 
at the elementary 
level.

Session A
Session A1 - A18
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Riverside Convention Center

A-01	 Help Me, I Have a Student Teacher!
Donna Banek, Howard T. Herber Middle   
Intermediate
General Interest
SAR WORKSHOP: How do you take your years of 
experience and place it into a 7-15 week learning 
experience for the pre-service teacher?  How would you 
assist a new teacher in becoming acculturated into your 
school community?  This workshop will provide concrete 
examples and plans that enhance these connections, 
improve classroom instruction and reduce stress.

A-02	 Using Alaska’s Diverse 
Geology to Teach Earth 
Science Concepts

Richard Batt, and Robin Harris, Buffalo Science Teachers’ 
Network/ Buffalo State College  
High School / Elementary  Intermediate    
Earth Sci / Environmental Sci, Living Environment  
This session is about how to incorporate digital pictures 
into your Earth Science labs. A sample lab activity and CD’s 
of the power point will be shared. 

A-03	 Visual and Hands-on Learning
Michael Berkowitz, K8resources   
All
General Interest
Would you like to use more high-quality visuals, hands-on 
activities, and learning kits?  Learn how to create your own 
(and see samples for sale).  Workshop includes lecture, 
demonstration, collaboration, and creation.

A-04	 PIPEHENGE:  A Daytime Astronomy 
Program

Laurence Rand, Mid-Hudson Teachers Center   
All / High School    
Earth Sci / General Interest, Supervision/Admin  
Come experience a unique instrument to help students 
better understand their place in space. The Portable Multi-
latitude Pipehenge is an innovative and interactive tool 
used to aid in the teaching of astronomy at all levels.

A-05	 Inquiring about Inquiry
Jennifer Baxter and Sharon Bassage, Wayne-Finger 
Lakes ESTEC  
Elementary / College  Supervision    
Elementary Sci / Supervision/Admin  
What exactly is inquiry?  How do I make it fit with my 
existing program?  Increased emphasis is being placed 
on inquiry in elementary science  from State Ed.  In this 
workshop you will explore structured, guided, and open 
inquiry models and learn how to fit inquiry into your 
science program.

A-06	 Cooperating Teachers 101: 
Lessons Learned!

Kathleen Lesniak, SUNY Fredonia; Missy Albano, 
Southwestern High School; Jenny Tilaro, Southwestern 
High School
High School / Intermediate  Supervision    
MST / Supervision/Admin  
Some cooperating teachers wish they had taken  
Cooperating Teachers 101. Others would like to host 
student teachers, but feel uncomfortable as role models. 
This session includes the  voices of cooperating teachers 
as we discuss insights in mentoring successful student 
teachers! 

A-07	 Exploring Biology with Sensors
Angie Harr and Verle Walters, Vernier Software and 
Technology  
High School / College    
General Interest  
In this hands-on workshop you will learn how to collect 
and analyze biology data using the Vernier LabQuest.  See 
how fundamental biology labs can be quickly performed 
and analyzed, offering more time for individual or group 
investigations that further explore these critical biological 
concepts. Activities from our lab books will be performed 
using a variety of sensors.

A-08 & B-08	
Playing Games Fosters an Active 
Learning Environment

Logan Newman, East High School   
K -12  
General Interest  
This is a double workshop session involving A-08 and B-08.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
Participants in this workshop will work collaboratively 
to design and build games that encourage students 
to learn in an environment that is fun and stress free. 
Participants will take home their games for use in their 
own classrooms. 

A-09 & B-09	
The Evolution Unit – Lessons, Labs, 
Tips and Technology!

Christina Loud, Westchester/Bronx STANYS Biology SAR   
High School / Intermediate    
Living Environment / General Interest
This is a double workshop session involving A-09 and B-09.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
SAR WORKSHOP: Lesson plans, labs, video clips/resources 
and web tips and resources for teaching evolution for the 
Living Environment Regents.  Not appropriate for AP.   
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A-10 & B-10	
Bio-Rad. Determine Your Genotype 
with PCR 

Ingrid Miller, Sherri Andrews, and Michele Gilbert, Bio-
Rad Laboratories
High School / College    
Living Environment / General Interest  
This is a double workshop session involving A-10 and B-10.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
Finally, a wet lab to apply Hardy-Weinberg! Learn how 
trace amounts of DNA are used by forensic scientists to 
identify genetic ancestry. Extract DNA from your cheek 
cells, use PCR and gel electrophoresis to identify inherited 
variations in your genotype at the PV92 locus.  

A-11 & B-11	
Don’t Give Them the Answers, 
Teach Them to Ask Questions

Dianne Johnson and Joan Bernobich, Buffalo Science 
Teachers’ Network, Buffalo Public Schools  
Elementary / Intermediate    
General Interest
This is a double workshop session involving A-11 and B-11.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
New elementary and middle school teachers will be 
introduced to inquiry based science through a variety 
of hands-on activities. Participants will acquire an 
understanding of the importance of inquiry based science 
as well as how to implement it in the classroom.

A-12	 Inquiry by Design: Houston We 
Have a Problem 

William Metz, Delta Education, Nashua, NH   
Intermediate / High School    
General Interest
This workshop is for teachers who want to challenge 
their students to go beyond the scripted nature of guided 
inquiry lessons. Inquiry by Design is a unique blend of 
science concepts and instructional strategies presented in 
the design brief format.

A-14	 Evidence-Based Science 
Instruction

Michael Jabot and Lawrence Maheady, Institute for 
Research in Science Teaching; SUNY Fredonia  
All
General Interest
In a time of ever growing emphasis on evidence, teachers 
need methods of showing the efficacy of their instruction. 
This session will share methods of directly demonstrating 
the impact of instruction on student learning.

A-15 & B-15	
What Caused the Environmental 
Problem?

Cornelia Harris and Kim Notin, Cary Institute of Ecosystem 
Studies  
High School / All    
Environmental Sci / Living Environment  
This is a double workshop session involving A-15 and B-15.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
Many environmental problems are caused by multiple 
human stressors.  We will explore a way to teach this idea 
to students using local examples.  Leave the workshop 
with materials appropriate for different levels of middle 
and high school students.    

A-16 & B-16	
An Interactive Hands-on Forensics 
Workshop

Deborah Janes and Timothy Wilson, Eastman Kodak 
Company  
High School / Intermediate    
Chemistry / General Interest, Environmental Sci  
This is a double workshop session involving A-16 and B-16.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
This fictitious exploratory workshop will focus on illicit 
drug use through the identification of a new recreational 
pain-relieving drug: Tylorine µ, a derivative of cocaine.  
This will be a collaborative effort in conjunction with the 
Bellhomme Police Department, which has decided that 
the drug problem in the community has reached epidemic 
proportions.  No chemistry background is needed for this 
exploratory workshop, just the willingness to get your 
hands dirty while having fun.  

Session A
Session A21 - A34
9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Radisson Hotel

A-22	 What Teachers Need More of…
Time to Teach!

Mark Kirsch, Center For Teacher Effectiveness/
Southwestern CSD   
K-12 / All    
General Interest / Supervision/Admin  
Every teacher has known the frustration of losing valuable 
instruction time to matters of minor discipline. Time To 
Teach is proven to restore that lost instructional time in a 
way that is simple, fair, and mutually respectful.

A-23 & B-23	
Performance Assessments in Earth 
Science, Physics, Chemistry, and 
Biology, and in Various Instructional 
Dimensions

Ann Wright, Canisius College; Joe Engemann, Brock 
University; Rodney Doran, University at Buffalo; Joseph 
Zawicki, Buffalo State College; Ethel Petrou, Erie County 
Community College; Gail Zichittella, Cheektowaga; Dara 
Dorsey, Buffalo State College 
High School / Intermediate    
General Interest
This is a double workshop session involving A-23 and B-23.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
After active participation in performance assessments in 
the various science disciplines and in the instructional 
dimensions sequence (SQ1, SQ2, or SQ3), and 
organization (integrated, independent, or surrogate) there 
will be a discussion about how performance assessments 
can promote meaningful science learning. 

A-24 & B-24	
Using School Power Naturally Data 
to Teach STEM in the Context of 
Renewable Energy

Clayton Handleman, Heliotronics, Inc.   
High School / Intermediate  College  
MST / Earth Sci, Environmental Sci, Physics, Sci 
Research  
This is a double workshop session involving A-24 and B-24.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
NYSERDA, through its School Power Naturally program, 
provides Internet data from operational renewable energy 
systems.   During this engaging workshop the developer 
of the educational data displays will demonstrate how the 
data can be used to teach science and math.

A-26 & B-26	
I Teach Science, Not Literacy... 
Not Anymore!

Monica Burgio Daigler, Erie 1 BOCES   
High School / Intermediate    
General Interest / Earth Sci, Living Environment, 
Chemistry, Physics  
This is a double workshop session involving A-26 and B-26.  
Participants must register for and attend BOTH workshops.
You’ve heard it before, everyone is a teacher of literacy.  
But how is literacy taught in science? Teachers will learn 
strategies, engage in activities, and develop materials to 
teach literacy in science.  




